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from the Narrows, where four vessels were sighted when we
first entered the Straits.* Anyhow there was nothing to be
done until we had devised some means of dealing with drifting
mines,, whatever their type, and had organised a sweeping force
that would sweep under fire. We still thought that the whole
area in which we were operating was clear of moored mines
when we entered it.

In the meantime the Irresistible had to be salved, and the
Admiral gave me permission to go to her in the Wear to see
what could be done, and authorised me to direct the captain
of the Ocean to take the Irresistible in tow without further delay.
Directly the wounded had been removed, I went on board the
Wear, which returned to the Irresistible at full speed. Before
I left the Queen Elizabeth the Admiral had signalled that all
ships were to withdraw from the Straits except the Ocean and
the Smftsure, which were to cover the salvage of the Irresistible.
He also signalled for a division of destroyers to enter the Straits
and pkce themselves " under the orders of the Chief of Staff
in Wear."

It was always pleasant to have destroyers about in a tight
pkce; the training and spirit of the captains fit them to deal
with emergencies.

As we approached the Irresistible we could see that she was
being hit by salvo after salvo of four six-inch shells, fired in
rapid succession by Battery 8, which appeared to have only
one of its five guns out of action; three six-inch guns in the
new battery at Whitecliffs were also making good practice at
almost point-blank range; Battery 7, consisting of three modern
six-inch guns, salved from the Messoudieh, was firing at the
Ocean, and she and the Smftsure were hotly engaged. The
Vengeance, Albion and Majestic were withdrawing in obedience
to the Admiral's general recall. The forts at the Narrows
remained silent, although we were well within range.

I could see no sign of life on board the Irresistible when the
Wear ran alongside her at 5.20 p.m. and concluded that the

* A Leon mine is a drifting mine which oscillates between certain set depths.
We know from information furnished by the Turks after the Armistice that they
had no Leon mines, but had manufactured about 40 drifting mines attached to
floats. Some of these had been released during previous attacks without effect;
on 18th March the Bulair was ready below Nagara with 20 of them, but the Turks
state that none was dropped. " Naval Operations," Vol. n, page 225.